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Dedicated to:
Each and every person who helped in bringing the Biennale to life.
And, to all those, who by virtue of their birth, location, social, economic and /

or any other manipulated circumstance are forced to inherit and live the
‘difficult’.



CONTENTS

Overview ... 03
Episode 1 .. 06
- Areview of Episode 1 .. 15
Episode 2 .. 17
I. Residency for Performance Artists .. 20

II. Open Stage Open Air .. 22

[ll. Exhibition .. 32
Tribute to Rummana Hussain .. 45
Video Calls — Live Installation .. 46

Panel Discussions .. 48
Workshop ... 49
Performances .. 50
Reflections ... 58
Pascal Lampert ... 59

Lilian Frei ... 60
Anupam Saikia .. 62
stockerselig .. 62

Inder Salim .. 63
Dorothea Rust ... 64

Fazil NC & Shawn Sebastian ... 66

Irene Maag .. 67

Boris Magrini .. 69
Bruno Steiner ... 69
Random Moments v 72
Reaching out .. 78
Acknowledgments ... 90

Cover photo - Performance by Dawn Nilo at Open Stage Open Air, Srinagar Biennale Basel, 2018.
Photo: Markus Goessi.



Overview

Overview

Srinagar Biennale Basel. 2018



Overview

SRINAGAR BIENNALE BASEL
Art as a difficult place | Art from a difficult position

Venues and Dates:

Episode 1 — March 17, 2018

HeK (House of Electronic Arts Basel)
&

swissnex India, Bangalore

Episode 2 — April 6 — 15, 2018
Ausstellungsraum Klingental
Public Spaces, Basel (Open Stage, Open Air)

Artists:

Performance

Anupam Saikia (IN). Dorothea Rust (CH). Inder Salim (IN). Irene Maag (CH). Lilian Frei (CH).
Manmeet (IN). Pascal Lampert (CH). Sajan Mani (IN).

Multimedia Exhibition

Andreas Hagenbach. Copa & Sordes. Fazil NC & Shawn Sebastian. Hilal Ahmad Khan.
Hina Aarif. Iftikhar Jaffar. Khursheed Ahmad. K P Sasi. Mujtaba Rizvi. Moonis
Ahmad. Numair Qadri. Performance Chronik Basel, Muda Mathis. Pratik Parmar &
Parth Jani. Rollie Mukherjee. Ruba Salameh. Sajad Hamdani. Silke Eva Kastner.
Sophia Tabatadze. Stockerselig. Suhail Nagshbandi. Waseem Mushtaq Wani. Zahoor
Din Lone.

Open Stage Open Air

Glynis Ackermann & Co (CH). Mirzlekid (CH). Parvez Imam (IN). Manmeet (IN). Lilian Frei
(CH). Anupam Saikia (IN). Franziska Wiisten & Ruth Weinhardt (CH). Fanny Jemmely &
Hilarius Dauag (CH/PH). Claudia Grimm, Peter Grimm & DARTS (CH). Lubomira Lavrikova
(CZ). Jyothidas Kelambath Vadakkina (IN). Irena Kulka (CH). Dorothea Rust (CH). Brendhan
Dickerson (ZA). Karyna Herrera (CH). Hanoi Pérez Cordero (CU). Maricruz Penaloza (MEX).
Irene Maag (CH). Pascale Grau (CH). Adela Picon (E/CH). Thomas Zollinger (CH). Bruno Kénig
(CH). Dawn Nilo (US). Bernhard Huwiler (CH). Pascal Lampert (CH). Jasmin Glaab (CH). Inder
Salim (IN).

Panelists and Moderators:

Andrea Saemann. Anupam Saikia. Dorothea Rust. Inder Salim. Irene Maag. Kadiatou Diallo.
Katrin Grogel. Lilian Frei. Manmeet. Maricruz Penaloza. Muda Mathis. Parvez Imam. Pascal
Lampert. Sabine Gebhardt Fink. Sajan Mani.

Curators:
Janine Schmutz, Parvez Imam.
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Overview

Background

Srinagar Biennale International is named after the capital city of the state of Jammu & Kashmir in
the Himalayan region in India. Srinagar is a beautiful city. However, it is marred with strife for more
than two decades now, rendering it a difficult place to live in, let alone make art. Can art connect
with and emerge from a Biennale that may actually find it difficult to take place in the very city
whose name it draws from?

The Biennale is envisaged as a Rhizomatic process with multiple nodes across cities and countries,
spreading along time and space. Each node is an independent entity, connected with the others in its
endeavor.

SRINAGAR BIENNALE BASEL
The Swiss node of the Srinagar Biennale is established by Janine Schmutz and Parvez Imam. The first
edition took place between March 17 to April 15, 2018.

Context

The post-truth, contemporary world is mired with wars, migration, uncertainty, uprisings and their
suppression. The churning and challenging continues unabated. Occupy Wall Street, the Arab Spring,
Wikileaks, Snowden’s revelations, the Nuit Debout, Brexit, churnings in Asia, Africa, India... are barely
a tip of the iceberg. Something is not easy about the post-factual era.

At the same time, it is no longer a world where distances and oceans mean much. The internet
brings everything into every other public and private space. We live in a time where the digital and
the physical are beginning to merge, leading towards something we don’t quite know yet.

Curatorial note
To bring together artists from two distinctly different cultures.

Srinagar Biennale Basel is both a question and an exploration, to examine the present through its
central theme:
- Art as a difficult place | Art from a difficult position

It is designed as a Performance Arts Festival that factors in the Virtual and the Real, engages with an
intense Residency as a partial source of production, and builds upon ‘Collaborate and Connect’ as a
corollary to ‘overcoming the difficult’.

The Artists selected for the Residency, are free to interpret the central theme as they wish and are
expected to work with minimal material and / or the body, beside connecting and collaborating with
each other.

Events

The Biennale showcased performances by the eight selected Performance Artists, a multimedia
exhibition centered around works of many artists from Kashmir along with those from other parts of
the world as well, connected through the central theme.

Srinagar Biennale Basel unfolded in two episodes spread over a month with Online and Live

Performances, Performances in Public Spaces, a multimedia exhibtiion, a production-oriented ten
days Residency for eight Performance Artists in Basel and an Education and Outreach program.
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Episode 1 - ONLINE

Anupam Saikia
Inder Salim
Manmeet

‘ Dorotheaﬂust

i ~lteﬁ Maag

iliah Freto 2 L\
Pas/ al l.ampert ,-rm

SRINAGAR BIENNALE
BASEL

Episode 1: ONLINE

Sat. 17 March 2018. Opening 4:00 pm (IST)

Venues: Swissnex India

26 Rest House Crescent Road, Bangalore 560001

HEK (House of Electronic Arts Basel)
Freilager-Platz 9, CH 4142 Minchenstein / Basel

Curators: Janine Schmutz & Parvez Imam
Co-Curator (India): Suresh Kumar G.

Pic 1. Invite - Episode 1 (front page)
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Episode 1 - ONLINE

Episode 1: ONLINE

Srinagar Biennale Basel invites you to the Opening followed by a round of Performances.
Eight performance artists in two cities, Basel and Bangalore (India),perform in front of a live
audience and a camera which beams them over to the other country. The internet offers to
liberate them from physical boundaries while trapping them within the frame of a static
camera.

The event is free. However, the visitors must sign an agreement to allow being under the
gaze of the camera. As they watch the performances, they also form the backdrop for the
performing artist in the other space, which is then beamed back into their own space. The
design intends to provoke a reflection on the present and the contradictions we live with. Are
we mere passive recipient of actions or active contributors fo the outcomes? Are we the
viewers or the viewed?

Program (Basel):

11:30 h - Opening

12:30 h - Performance Set 1
15:00 h - Pause

16:00 h - Performance Set 2

More info at: www.srinagarbiennalebasel.org

With generous support from

Klingental : ‘ ——
. Kultur
lemperatio

TKUNSTHALLE AM HAMBURGER PLATZ ,

Kaskadenkondensator

PANCH Design: www 4208ms. con

Pic 2. Invite - Episode 1 (back page)
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Episode 1 - ONLINE

Pic 3. Live Video Still - Lilian Frei’s ‘Bollywood’, as Pic 4. Audience in Basel watches Lilian Frei with Indian
seen in Bangalore, with Indian audience behind her. audience as her backdrop. Photo: Markus Goessi.

Episode 1 of Srinagar Biennale Basel dwelled upon two contemplations in the contemporary
Performance Arts discourse.

1. Virtual space and Performance Arts
Like with most new technological and scientific advancements, notions like ‘equality’ ‘access’
‘freedom’ etc. are also connected with the internet and its resultant Virtual Space. The
Virtual Space appears to hold a fantastical, though yet not completely understood potential.
How does one explore, map and understand the true nature and possibilities of this space, is
still an open question? Will this technology be able to break beyond barriers, both literally
and metaphorically?

With reference to Performance Arts, the moot question is what role can / will this
technology play in the future? This is interesting because of the strong connection of
‘presence’ and the ‘physicality of the body’ of the Artist in Performance Arts. Will it affect
the audience and their perception or will it push the artists to alter their practices and
approaches to adapt to the Virtual Space? Does it offer ‘liberation’ from a physical space or
do we need to find another term for what it offers?

In our experiment a contradiction was naturally created for the Artists. The project offered
to ‘liberate’ them from the confines of a physical location, but would require ‘trapping’ them
within the frame of a Camera — a technology with its own politics of ‘image’. Thus beamed
the Performances, across physical borders, into the other venue (which was setup for a
specific viewing experience), while the separate links of both the venues were also made
publicly available for Live viewing, offering yet another experience of the same event as
compared to the one at the two venues.

2. The Artist and the Observer in the Virtual space
Performance Artists have often challenged the distinction between the audience and the
performer in a variety of ways, ranging from active integration of the audience in a
performance, to drawing them in unwittingly by creating unexpected situations. The Camera,
on the other hand, has mostly maintained the distance between the Performer and the
Audience quite clearly - as in Photography, TV and Cinema.

The Virtual Space allowed us to ask some old and some new questions along these lines:

Is the Audience a passive receptor, an equal participant or just a material for the artists?
Does Virtual Space has a potential to bring a radical change in this relationship especially vis-
a-vis the idea of engagement?
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Episode 1 - ONLINE

To explore this, the two locations were setup specially to integrate the Audience within the
visual framework of the Performance. To the best of our knowledge, this was a unique
design, a first of its kind for virtual space. The following images depict what happened when
a Performance took place Live in one and was transmitted to the other location.

BANGALORE

Pic 5. Live Video Still —‘Not pearls
falling from my mouth’ by Manmeet,
with the Basel audience as her
background.

Pic 6. Audience in Bangalore watches Manmeet
perform live, with the Basel audience on the screen
behind her.

Photo: Priyanka Govil

BASEL

Pic 7. Audience in Basel watches Manmeet on the screen Pic 8. Live Video Still of Manmeet’s
and themselves as her backdrop. Photo: Markus Goessi performance as seen in Basel.
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Each artist engaged with the setting in their own way, exploring the possibilities of the real and the
virtual spaces.

Pic 9. In “If there is’, Dorothea Rust merges the two audiences (real and virtual) in the same frame.
Photo: Markus Goessi

Pic 10. (L) Audience in Bangalore as seen on screen in Basel during Irene Maag’s ‘Mirror — Welcome India’ in
which she brings the two audiences face-to-face. Pic 11. (R) Irene Maag and the audience at HeK Basel.
Photos: Markus Goessi

Episode 1- ONLINE was a challenging interplay of Performance Arts, Virtual Space and the Imaging
Technology. The coming together of an apparent ‘lack of body’ in the Virtual Space and the ‘focus on
the Body / presence’ in Performance Arts practice does seem to have a potential that can needs
more exploration. The Virtual Space offers an exciting frontier for Performance Artists. Its
technicality, while posing a hurdle also allows for new paradigms and approaches to be explored.

The Virtual Space is getting deeper by the day. It has the potential of taking in the whole world
without taking any of it. How much of it can be utilized by Performance Arts and whether it stays a

sort of Public Space, that it seems to be or turns into a White Cube space, remains to be seen.
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Pic 12. Anupam Saikia performs ‘This is not a story about pillow - i “ at swissnex India, Bangalore.
Photo: Priyanka Govil.

Pic 13. Pascal Lampert performs ‘ Aua dal Rain’ at HeK Basel. Photo: Urs Schmid.
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Pic 14. ‘Black Snow’ by Inder Salim at swissnex India, Bangalore. Photo: Priyanka Govil.

Pic 15. ’Fle/ush out!” Sajan Mani live from Kunstahalle am Hamburgerplatz, Berlin, as seen in Basel.
Photo: Markus Goessi.
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https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volksetymologie
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schrumpfung_(Boden)








































































http://copaetsordes.ch/cloudlink/






















































https://youtu.be/_2b5DnOpsFc


































































http://www.srinagarbiennalebasel.org/
https://www.facebook.com/srinagarbiennalebasel/
https://wemakeit.com/projects/srinagar-biennale-basel



https://www.srf.ch/sendungen/kontext/kuenste-im-gespraech-briefe-virtuelle-raeume-und-backstage
https://www.srf.ch/sendungen/kontext/kuenste-im-gespraech-briefe-virtuelle-raeume-und-backstage
http://www.badische-zeitung.de/ausstellungen/ein-wurzelgeflecht-zur-performance-kunst--149654111.html
http://www.badische-zeitung.de/ausstellungen/ein-wurzelgeflecht-zur-performance-kunst--149654111.html
https://www.portalkunstgeschichte.de/kalender/termin/srinagar_biennale_basel-22883.html
https://www.portalkunstgeschichte.de/kalender/termin/srinagar_biennale_basel-22883.html
https://www.wherevent.com/detail/HeK-Haus-der-Srinagar-Biennale-Basel
https://ch.eventbu.com/munchenstein/srinagar-biennale-basel/9760634
http://bz-ticket.de/angesagt-xhzmgolax--150423312.html
http://www.internationalnewsandviews.com/get-a-slice-of-basel-in-bangalore-with-srinagar-biennale-basel/
http://www.internationalnewsandviews.com/get-a-slice-of-basel-in-bangalore-with-srinagar-biennale-basel/
https://kulturartour.de/event/srinagar-biennale-basel-2/
https://www.bzbasel.ch/basel/basel-stadt/was-laeuft-am-wochenende-die-veranstaltungstipps-der-bz-redaktion-132430428
https://www.bzbasel.ch/basel/basel-stadt/was-laeuft-am-wochenende-die-veranstaltungstipps-der-bz-redaktion-132430428
https://www.artlog.net/de/exhibition/srinagar-biennale-basel-2018
http://www.museen-basel.ch/fr/musees/manifestationdetails.php?id=25476




































http://www.parvezimam.net/
http://www.srinagarbiennalebasel.org/
mailto:info@srinagarbiennalebasel.org
mailto:info@srinagarbiennalebasel.org




